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To the Editor of The Press:

Sik: Cold, cold and damp, is earth, atmosphere,
and ev erything, within and without our scantyshel-
ter tents. 'Gur greenwood fires, kept burning night
and day, throw outwith a ‘sort of sulky snappish-
ness & faint modicum of heat, attracting within their
smoky influence circles of shivering, half-clad, com-
fortless men, who, brooding over the late reverse,
speculate” upon the cause of that most untoward
event, and wonder who i3 to be the next. Command-
er-in-chief of the Army of the Potomaé. With all
the causes of dissatisfaction which exist, however,
there prevalls in the manly breasts of theae soldiers
but oneé sentiment, and that is unflinching loyalty to
the old flag ‘and-an unyleldmg hoatmty to the ene-~
gmies of the Union!

Probably no regiment in the service has expe-
rienced more of the .vicissitudes of war than the
88th has, and probably no one is less complaining or
more.cheerfiil, “"When it left Philadelphia, 8fteén
months ago, it numbered about nine hundred men,
was perfectly organized, with a fine band of trained
musicians; and a full complement of officers of a#
grades,: On the-13th inst., it bravely advanced to
meet the rebels upon the bloody plains of Fredericks-
burg, with but two field officers, (the major and
adjutant;) and one hundred and eighty-three officers
and men-all told, - All the rest had either resigned,
or fallen:in some one.or other of the-many battles
the regiment had, passed through. . But there waa
no faltering, no. wavering, when the word of com-
mand was given'fo advence ! The same alacrity waa
there, the same wﬂd cheer—all, all but the numbers
were there. "

.Owing to some neglect 1t was suffered fo remain
upon the field unrelieved and ‘unsupported, & portiom
of ‘the: time " lying flat upon a ploughed soil, partly
submerged, from 937 A. M. until 23 P. M., during
which time it was constanﬂ) under a fire of grape
and shells from the heights opposite the town, which
killed 6, wounded 27, and pierced the clothing and
Im&psacks of s¢ores of others of our brave Philadel-
phia boys. " Twice the regiment advanced upon the
enemy, but the terrifically concentrated fire of their
batteries was more than mere bone and muscle could
successfully oppose, and fhus the little band of heroes
was compelled to fall back: to itsfirst position. Sixty

rounds of ammunition apiece was fired by each man,
" and this supply was exhausted long before the regi-
ment was withdrawn ; hour after hour it was coms
pelled to éndure the galling infliction of the enemy’s
fite, without the ability to reply. Unfortunate waa
the incéption, and" equally unfortunate was the re=
sult; of this' attack ; but whatwas attempted was
WeH if not; successfuny, accomplished,

. Mjor D. A. Grifiths, commanding the regiment
on fhis occasion; thus concluidés his report to Ool,
T. H.* Leonard : “Why' my regiment was not res
lieved I cannot say ; but having no orders to quit .
the field, my command: remained as above stated,
My men fired all their ammunition, and after their
supply was_ exhavisted, we still retained our pesi-
tion, exposed to the enemy’s fire, but unable to re-
turn- if, and expecting every moment to obtain sup-
port...

“All my oﬁicers Behaved mﬁa great gallantry ;
but I'would particularly mention Adjutant Benezet
F. Foyst, and Lieut. George B: Rfoads, command.
ing Co. B, whose noble. esnduct greatly encouraged
my men. . Among the non-commissioned officers, X
would mention Sergt. George H. Fulton, Willizm
H. Forbes, and Jacob Ninesteel, the first two of
whom have been acting. as commissioned officers,
and have been recommended for promotion.’

- Hoping for better luck ir our next’ encounter,
whwh may. not be far off, we shall be found while
a’'man of the regiment is left to represent it,

- T am, sxr, W1th great respect, yours for the
. UNION.




